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wedding planner 101

Which type of pro is right for you? Read on to find out.

BY LISA WILBRAND

a planner’s help, Check out our tutorial to figure out whether a personal, resort or online

I ' ) estination weddings have their own challenges, and most brides can benefit from having

planner is best for your personality and wedding vision. Then turn to page 30 for our
first-ever A-List of destination-wedding planners = 30 on-the-ground pros who have passed
DWH's exacting standards and are ready and waiting to plan your big day.

PERSONAL PLANNER

THE 50008 When you think wedding
enardinalon, pl:r'.&una| plal:ll:ll:riﬁ |:lr\-::]:'ra|.'||3.'
what pops to mind, ale.. Lo in The
Wedding Mammer, This pro's joh iz to take
wour budget and vour wedding ideas, then
hire the right people and services babuild
your deeam svent, Most personal planners
mansge the event from start ta finish, in-
cluding decor and cuizine for surmunding
evenls, travel arrangements and weloome

gifts; soome will even go dress shopping with
vl But it’s also poszible to hire one for
more limited :tu-n.-i-:u:l. such ag a biatia-

storming consultation to get you started or

day-cd conrdination at the wedding itself,
You can hire & congultant based in your
hometown, al your destination of choice
arab any poliat in bebwsen.

THE UFSI0E A full=service planner can
make planning a breese = tell herwhat

you wank, and she'll make it happen. “4

wedding planner's fivst priovity is peo-
tecting the couple's hest interests,” says
avenl producer Beth Helinstetter, T hat
includes watching oot for unnecessary
expenses and ensuring everything that
wias contracted feom all vendors, nol just
the resort, is held up”

THE DOWRSIDE Many personal planners
are full-service, which may be frustrat-
ing it you're a DTY kind of brde, “Tfyou
resally enjoy being hands-on, a full-service
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planner may mot be the hest investment,”
FHelmstetter says, “Consider hiring partial
planning services for elements outside
yaur com fort zone, oreven just a day-of
cordinaton (o ave regearch dama”
While most planners can creale an evenl

anywhere, it pavs toseek oul a consaltant

ITS ALL | ABOLIT

whio has experience with destination
wetldings, ideally in your chosen location
This isespecially key for an international
wiedding, where vou need someans famil-
farwith customs laws, waork permils and
anything else thal may be an issue

I Asexpected, all this fabulous help

Anel were all abous o,
With 7 drearmy Flarida oceantront locations, GreatftesortWeddings.com
makes planning your Destination Wedding and Honeymoon as easy
a5 a clay at the beach, Give us a click
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2R destinalion weddngs & haneyrmoons

doesn’L come for free. Most planners
charge a perecentage of the overall budget
— RE W0 Lo S200060 5 the norm — which
can eal up a significant partion of wour
wiedding funds

YFE OF BRIOE 1T you want an elahorate
event ordon't want the hassle of dealing
with multiple vendors, vou can benedil
from the guidance of a personal planner
Customze your nesds lowlabever degres
your budget allows.

) 1LLa
s, eclally
large
tea thal
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i o —
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RESORT FLANNER
HE SC00# Many resorts have dedicated

on-stafl planners who help couples plan
their hiFesents and work with them onsite
Lo ensw e that evervihing mns smoothly
on the wedding day,

HE UPSIDE Resorts generally offera plan-
ner's services for free i you're holding your
evenl thiers, making this the chieapest way
toget profesdional help, Sinee those pro4
have likely orchestrated dosens of wed -
dings at your hotel, they'll have plenty of
advice about what works and what doean 't
"These planners know the properties and
all the ins and outs — they e really cloge
o it,” says Korri MceFann of Disney's Fairy
Tale Weddings

HE DWHSIDE The bevel of help offerad
varies feom property Lo propercty, “Ahake
sure they'll deliver the level of service you
need,” sugpests MeFann, Some cater-
ing managers are limited to site-related
isswes and can provide only a select list of
wendars. " You still have tocall the Aoristor
the photographer yoursell,” MeFann sy,
Other resorts, especially larger ones, have
specialized event Leams that can manage
eviery detail, no matter how elaborate.



COST Resort planners are uswally compli-
mentary with a minimum amount spent
or the booking ol a package. 10 you stick Lo
the package 85 offered, you shouldn't have
any proble e i vouw want o vy Loime
items or bring in your own vendors for
some tasks, it will cost extra, Thess plan-
ners are emploved by the reaort, not you,
sochances are they'll side with the resort
il there's a conilict of interest, Protect
sourself by looking avar each paclkage
carefully and working out any polential
contilicts well in advance.

T¥PE OF ERIDE Any bride could banefit
From i little help, especially if 1E's com-
plimentary. I you're planning & simple,
chonse=a=package wedding or tying the
koot at a larger resort that odfers dedicated
plannimg the gratis guidancs ray he all
vou Peally need.

ONLINE PLANNER

THE &C00f Consider thisa 21st-century
variation on the personal planner. You hire
this pesson o manage all of your wedding
tasks remotely, from booking vour travel
tor hiring vourvendors, ¥You may not mest
your consultant in person until the wed-
ding, if at all — as your conversations arg
handled over email and phone,

THE UPSIDE These planners can work aut
all of the detailz, and vou don’l have 1o
worry aboul making e for regular meet-
ings or phone calls, “Often, brides come to
usand oy, ‘U'mextremely busy, Herelda
general idea of what 1'd like to do and my
|1|.||;|gr:{. Flease help me put this together,™
saws Tara Soloway of Luxe Destination
Weddings, “A virtual planner can take care
af the detatls for then, aceomplishing
everything on the planning cnd via emails
and phone calls”

THE DOWHSIDE 1Fyou do wanl human
contact, & few Skype conferences and a
weekly emall just wont cut it “Brides who
need constant in-person, visual meetings
woild niot benefit from a virtual planner,”
Soloway says, Also, vou'll need tofind out
i your virtual planner offers a real-life
cepresentative to be with youwon your
wedding day and ensure everything goes
as planned, which may or may nob be part
of the package.

COST Mo rmatter how invalved wouwant
wour planner to be, prepare Lo pay for their
sorvices, which will affect wour bottom line.
Fupeect rates to hit around 52,000,

TYPE OF BRIDE “Bugy brides auit the virtual
relationshipbest,” says Saloway "Many

ol ourclients are professionals who wark

long howrs, making in-person meetings
next o impossible” [ alzo good boron-
the-go types wha don't like talking on the

phone, as somany details can be managed
ia ermail. |

FOR WORE INFO, SEE THE 411 O PRGE TH,

you have found the most
axperie nced Destination

Wedding Compa

With expertise gained from thousands of weddings,
our specialists know how to ensure
your Destination Wedding is a success.
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introducing our first-ever

A-LIST

LARISSA BANTING
WELDINGS COETE RICE

COSTA RICA

SPECIALTY Cresling wetdings
ket g rellacliang of the couple
and whart is unigue ta Casta Rica. |
b plenreng DESTRETon wedidres
because | was a destinalion bride
riysidd, Marmying sueey BRWs thie
couale 1o realy enjpy the wedding
mpericnce. widdingscostaricn com

DAPHME BARBEFTCy

WELD AFFAIR, FLERTORICD
SPECIALTY Surset beach weddings
“I erydy the planneng process and
want to get that waw facior fram the
fuests. Weddngs are like & play, with
charachers, choreograiy, lighting,
decoraton and, of CoUrse, o siory
Our ob = Lo ensure ket @ all Nows
sparmissaly | wedaf{ar.com

.‘-\.'

ANNERS!

t's hard enough to plan a traditional wedding, but destination do's take even more

know-how: A destination planner has to handle unique challenges, from sourcing the

right shade of roses in a remote locale to dealing with customs issues to navigating the
oft-dizzying requirements for a legally binding union away from home.

We've scoured the globe to find 30 top destination-wedding planners. Qur pros combine

decades of experience with true passion for their work, evidenced by the gorgeous weddings
they've done all over the planet and the scores of gushing recommendation letters we've
received from their past clients, If you're searching for a trustworthy planner to make your
wedding dream come true, look no further!

Meet the DIWH A-List

NMEKIBEGG

BERMLCE BRDE, BERRIDE
SFECIALTY Cambiring orgarmza-
tiornal skils, sftenton fa detial and
kngwledpe of Berrmuda 1o creale &
personalized, siress-free wedding,
B lowe recoznizing winel's mportant
ta the bride and delivering. H's bum-
bling ared Risgely sof elbvineg 5 cresle
& wedding that exceeds the couple’s
rapectatiors.” bermudabnide.com

JU-ANSE BROW N
CELEERANONG, CAYMAN IZLAMDS
EPECIALTY Desaring onig-of-a=kind
couture weddings with Corindean
flasr. "1 have a repulation for crying
at ol g wisddings! W5 truly & bkess-
ing %a be the persan ta make peaple’s
dreams Decome & reality, | can't terk
o & made rewarding professian than
this'" cpbehratiansid com

:-_II:I dE"'h"ﬂh:Jr" wdd ings & w&:,.-rrx';-nm.

LUENTIN CARMICHAEL 11
CESTIMATIONWEDDINGS 08
SPECIALTY Ewatic deslirefion
winddings in thi Caribbean, Meico,
Hawwaii ard Central Srmerica. "The
aesi part about planning destine-
fion weddings |5 being there §a get
ohierds out of a jam — s & greal
teeling ensuring that nathing goks
n the way of each couple’s perfecl
windding,” dostinatiorwnddings com

PALLETTEDAVIS

HAHARMAS WEDDMG FLAMNER
MASEAL), BAHARLS

SPECIALTY Ewcgant and affordable
neach weddings and receptions. °|
e seging people’s heppiness on
{heir wedding dary. Hearing, % was
&0 i h mane then | expecied, and,
Bl el are saving il was the
nest wisdding ey hiove been 1ol &
wearth oty slness el ' came with

i1.” bahameguweddingpl anrer. cam

TARA GLUERARD
SMIFEE By TARE GUERERD
CHARLESTON, S0LTH CARDLINA
SPECIALTY Full-service planning
and deswr with Soufhiern grace,
exceptianal service and handorafied
detils, ~Ceghinaton weddings hawe
beautiful backdrops that inspine us
b sl il Gecor snd FdiRenous
Fapwers for a nalurally stunning sel-
iz sarsebytarngunrand com

BETH HELMSTETTER
EETH FELMSTETTER EVENTS
LOE SMGELES, CALIFTRMLE
SFECIALTY Dlestination weddings
and inkmabe svenis that lend {o be
boths comboriable tr those aliendng
and effartiess in style. 1 kave 1o
creghe p siress-frpp event whiens
the couple's family and Irerds
catch up and farm rew bonds
thraughaul (ke celebralion.”
bizsnhigl mstn e com

JUAR S G REC L
CLEGEMT OCCASKNS

BEW YORE, WEW WORE

SPECIALTY Destination weddings in
lhe Caribbear, Mevico ard Eurape.
“A3 dastination weddings, familins
and Irerds recornect, and couphes
sperid time with lowed anies, My
seward i bureing peaghe together in
mimorable, bresthtaking desling

fions!” Segankaocas nns Com

ALISCES HUNTCHELSS

ELEOMN EVEMTS

SAN FRENCISO0, CALIFORMLE
SFECIALTY Full service plarning
specilizing in bowtique destiration
wapnls, 1 hee alviays owed o Travel,
ai when | expanded iy Businress (o
cover wdkdings from afar, | found
my riche Researching o rew place
and gmbracng new culbnes inGpires
" plsnnesenhs.oom

ALLOSTHRESONG I AL SLLRC



NATALIE JOH

DFEARSY WEDDIMNGS & TOURS
CARIBEEAN

SPECIALTY Destinabion weddings in
13 Carbbean doslinations, nduding
. Lucia, 31, Maarten and Jamaics,
“Ihawm listening b my clignts, imagin-
ing Teir dresms and actusly meking
sham & reality = and then hearing
o thase Coughes thal the widding
wers eacily what they'd envisioned.”

OrEaMT 00 ngs. Com.

TRACEY KUAER-MNOORE
YOLR LAS VEGRS WEDDIMNG
COMCIERGE, LAS WERAS MEVEDE
SPECIALTY Cresting romanic,
mamorable and shish colsbrations
al lowe ard [ife in ber hometaen of
Lo egom, T bawe planning a wery
specisl experience for the bride and
groam, their family and friends in this
fabiions, unitorpetisble townl®
lvweddingconcienzs com

TIFFANY LANXIER

SLUNHCHEE WELDINGS

EELE MU_ERES, MEXICD
SPECIALTY Creabing beautiful,
imtimate beach weddings. “Every
wedding is so unique and special, it
newer gebs barng, Watching e bride
you've been tatking ta far several
rmante fHnaly walk down e alsle in
e wedifing she's been drearring af
her wiholg life is an ameging ceperi-
Erce” SURRBrSEsEraiLes Com

LISA LIGHT
LSS LIGHT LTD.
CHATHAM,

REW ¥ORK
EFECIALTY Plarning
weddings all pver e -
waorid, with inams. in marg
P 40 coniries and & large
prisvate-location Bbrary, *| hen been
plinning destinatian weddings sinoe
bedorg ha termn was. cained and
wrine The book Desiiroinn Bride: 4
Campletz Guide ln Plarming Yoor Wed-
okenp Aryvchere i the Bokkd in 2006,
My pessian is finding the perfect
desstiret ion and putting fo2cther

the best beamn possible for every
wedding " destnationkrid

KELLY MUWILLLAMLS
WELOINGS BY S00SLITES

CEPE DORAL, FLORID:
SPECIALTY Mutli-gvent destination-
wiedding wesierds in southwest
Florida, ~1 ke The quality e yod
261 with & destinalian wesding. H's
marg 1han just & four-hour party

— il's & couple’s chaseal tarmily and
frignds coming tagesner and celi=
bratirg all weekend long | dse

liess that | g the opporiunity ta
dezsign rulliphe pmazing partes.”
weddingshysocilites com

=

ETACY MULCARE
CERERMOMES OF 5T, 10N
AT, JHN, US9

ZSPECIALTY Destinatian

Wi planning primeriy

on Wirgin BElands Natons! Park
beaches, “To hwn weddings are
alke — each couple bess & uniquie ex-
prassion of their love Shal thay refy an
e f canwey and arrange far Them
on the island " usvivwedding. cam

LIMNEA P TELLL

EVENTFLL

L0 ANGELES, CALIFORHLA;
WERRIOINT; ITRLY

SPECIALTY Trarskariring & hame,
casih, vtk or wingyard inta s boauli-
ful parling thet ensdes warmh and
that ra ane will ever farget. "Each
widdng ks & new pdveniure, B new
lecatian with new chellenges and
recsy solutions, which 5wy my
clierts abaurys =ay, Tve rever evpe-
rinnced arything (ke this beforg!™

MICHELLE RAGY
RACHELLE RADLTO
HEW YCRE. REW YORK
SPECIALTY Crealing & unique vision
for e wedding g i relabes b the
locition or couple. “Personally, |
lowe destination weddngs becase
I'mm alsessed with alber cullures
Professionaly, weddings ara the
coreng lageiher af bwao lamilies and
a cakbraton af lifg = rich with
Iradition o imbosd wilky Se
i fomifes’ own backgrounds and
culbures.” michelemaptid.corm,
JANET REXYELR
ROMAL HARETAR WEDDMGE
BASLIL HEWER
SPECIALTY Small, inbmate and
cagualy romardic weddings in Maii,
" enjay meeling people fam all over,
and | ko helping couples discover
what they want for ther widding
ard then creating it for themm —
feciising on 1he poy of plaening ther
wery special day in the place they
Fewe phwiys dreamed of.”
royatherasinnweddings. cam

STEFrHAXIESKIEA
CODUMEL WECLING FLANKER
COAUMEL MEDD

SPECIALTY Creating a failoned,
ursUrpissed experience, rom
intimale ceremonies of just o few
st b e leborahe £vens,
im Mexica. "Cozumel alfers such
an incridible beckdrap of Beauty
and rafmance. IS abwins & theill for
W5 b0 505 our couples r led and
eroying the idard — especioly
when it’s just minutes befors Shey
walk down e alche”

COTU .COMmi

[
L TARA SOLOWAY

¢ LURE DESTIMATION
WEDDINGS

SPECIALTY Virtual destina-
tion wedding plarning in fhe

g
T Corbbesn and Mexica. Having

had ry man destination wedding and
laving the experience, | iruly enjay
helping cther brides and grooms
o something cqusly Bs memo-
rafle. Adsp, | fnd that desSinatian
Couphes ore b ot mane fun fo work
with because they're apen o thinking
pukside the box!”®
luxedestnationweddings. cam

SLEAN SOUTHERLAXLY
JUET BEREYY

ORLAMNDD, FLORIDS

SPECIALTY Indimale or extrava-
annt weddings oo lepding the way
in meking a lifetime of memaries.
“Wihether Frn trmeeling with oy
cherts 1o an sxobic locale ar planning
a destination wedding for & couple
caming ba ey homelowm, the procss
abwerys allows me b buikl a closs
redaticriship wilh iy dignts.” just
ATy, CEM,

SASHA SO EA

SA5HE SOUZA EVENTE

P, CaLIFORRLE

SPECIALTY Trendsetling, niusing
lacal fzrver snd Unespecied color
into ewents, and besutifdly blending
b wilh evenl design 71 e he
smaller quast caynts af destination
wisddings, thi guesls’ fascinalion
withi $he areas and the sdverfiore
of pong someplece new,”
sshemnu sevenls . oam

SOMCHIT SRIMCON
THAILAKND WELLIMGS

CHIARG B THALARD
SPECIALTY Traahtioncd Thai Bud-
dhisl wedkdings, a5 well a5 Chealian
venddings, ‘1 lows doing desbination
vieddings bechuse you Can make
mermaries far people thent they'l falk
Abut Woringly for vears 1o come.
That's true for nal only the couple
and their fanilices bt for el guests
as will” thailsnchweddings com

ANNWHITE
FORTE WECDINGS
COLORA DD SARRGE, COLReD0
SPECIALTY Creating ane-of-a-kind
vieddings with & high lewe of cliem
service. “iith =a many unigue
kacatkoms, | love the chalerge

of finding the right spat for sxchi
bridi, collecting the weridars and
presenling ber with
th wedkding of her
dresms — wilkha
hiar g4mr hasing o
litt a fingert™
forieevents.com

: slyle setters

: MINDY WEISS ;
i Recognized for her creptive |
© e and unexpected decar, this
: Beverly Hilts-hased planner ard
S lifestyle ewpert has exparded her
i busiress inka & book, The Wadding
¢ ook, and product ine. Cliernls in-
¢ clude fshies Simpsan and Pete
i Werlz, Eve Langorin end Tony |
£ F‘.'.:rl-:u.:d_'l:ll'l:idi Klum and Seal. ;
0 indyweiss oo :

These celeb planners
are krown for over-the= |
top everits and star- :
sludded clientele bud !
will work with any bride :
whio can affard them. i

: PRESTON BAILEY 5
3 Known for his dhilty 1o iransform
D ree SpeCEs inka opulrd, thoatri- |
2 cal ervirarmenls, this New Yark
¢ CRy event designer hes writlen |
D osaught-after Basks like Fovfosy |
D Fckings and Selsbratians, Clients
¢ mcluge Conald Tremp, Cpreh |
: ‘Winfrey, and Michael Daowg- :
i lan and Cathering Zela-Jdones, |
:  prestonbley.com

: MARCY BLUM

i This “guantiste” blonds the te-
tonets of theater, cuising, decer
¢ ared mmasphers im0 pury evert |
L b oreabes, She i e sulbar of
: Wedding Flamning jor Dununies
b ond Wedfing K for Cumeves and
: has designed events for Billy
¢ Joed, Regls Pribin, Bevin Bacon |
: and Kyra Sedgwick, and cthers.
; MAcClum.com :
! COLINCOWIE !
 This Soulh African arbiter of slyle
ke dor producing saectacus
D lar celebralions far diepts such !
t s Jobn Travalbs, Mcoke Kidman, :
¢ Jenrifer Aniston and Demni Moore, |
i e i alsa the author of sight best-
1 seling baoks such as Exfroordnay |
+ Weddings and Cofin Cove Widkding
P Oz colncomie com i

: DAVID TUTERA i
¢ This lkesding entertaining expert
" has translifed his evont-glanning |
D pasaion mio s boaks, including -
¢ the brand-new ig White Sook
oo Wi, o owell s & WEly !
S primasime show, My Fai Wed-
¢ chring His clents inChudes Jermer |
I Loper, Matthew MeConaughey,
i Elton John and Tommy Hifiger, |
t davidhiiericom
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